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Through The Years…
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 Wilton and Cake Decorating History
· 1929:
Dewey McKinley Wilton starts teaching the art of cake decorating and candy making to bakers, caterers and chefs in the dining room of his home on the south side of Chicago.  Each lesson costs $25.00.
· 1946: 
Wilton’s first advertisement is placed in the Baker’s Helper magazine. The full-page black-and-white ad cost $300.

· 1947:
General Mills releases the “Just Add Water and Mix!” Betty Crocker® Ginger Cake.
· 1948:  Pillsbury is the first to introduce a chocolate cake mix. 
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· 1948:  
To accommodate increasing class sizes at the Wilton School, a 6,000 square foot space is purchased on 63rd Street in Chicago.

· 1951:  Duncan Hines introduces the "Three Star Surprise Mix,” a three flavor wonder and instant success. 

· 1959:  
Production begins on Wilton’s first product – the Tuk-‘N-Ruffle® – a ruffled finish that attaches to a serving plate or tray. The Tuk-N-Ruffle is still sold today along with more than 6,000 products offered in 105 countries.
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1959: 
The sky’s the limit with the popularity of tiered cakes – created to commemorate grand openings and events.  To celebrate the opening of the Chicago International Trade Fair, Wilton creates a seven-tier, six-foot cake that takes three days to complete!
· 1960:
Think pink!  The Barbie craze makes Barbie cakes all the rage.  Moms find them easy to make using the Wilton Classic Wonder Mold and Teen Doll Picks.
· 1962:
Wilton products introduced to major retail stores.

· 1985:
First Wilton Tent Sale is held.

· 1998:
Tent Sale is an annual public event with 3,500 products offered to the public.  Nearly 40,000 customers from across the U.S. attend annually.
· 2006:  
Wilton’s Bake, Decorate, Celebrate! debuts on Public Television. The how-to series features decorating ideas for every occasion and has received two bronze Telly Awards.

· 2008:  
Wilton’s three distribution centers will total a massive 1.65 million square feet by the end of the year, two of which are almost eight football fields in size each.
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